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DISMISSES “HACKS” 


‘Trump 
believes 
Putin 1s 
sincere 


By Jonathan Lemire 
and Jill Colvin 
The Associated Press 


HANOI, VIETNAM» Days before re- 
turning home from a whirlwind trip 
to Asia, President Donald Trump 
was back on the defensive over 
Russian election meddling, saying 
he considers President Vladimir 
Putin’s denials sincere, dismissing 
former U.S. intelligence officials as 
“political hacks” and accusing 
Democrats of trying to sabotage re- 
lations between the two countries. 

Speaking to reporters aboard 
Air Force One, Trump said Putin 
had again vehemently insisted — 
this time on the sidelines of an 
economic summit in Vietnam — 
that Moscow had not interfered in 
the 2016 U.S. elections. Trump de- 
clined to say whether he believed 
Putin, but he made clear he wasn’t 
interested in dwelling on the issue. 

“He said he absolutely did not 
meddle in our election. He did not 
do what they are saying he did,” 
Trump said as he traveled to Ha- 
noi, the second-to-last stop of his 
Asia trip. “Every time he sees me, 
he said: ‘I didn’t do that.’ And I be- 
lieve — I really believe — that 
when he tells me that, he means it.” 

Trump called the accusation an 
“artificial barrier” erected by 
Democrats — once again casting 
doubt on the U.S. intelligence 
community’s conclusion that 
Russia tried to interfere in the 
election to help the Republican 
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CODING, CREATING 
ARE BIG IN THIS 
YEAR’S TOP TOYS 


From games and puzzles to 
crafts, check out a list of the 
must-have toys for 2017. »1E 


And now for something 
completely different. A 
screening of “Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail” followed by John 
Cleese on stage comes to the 
Bellco Theater. »1E 


DENVER 
& THE WEST 


ANOTHER APOLOGY 


State Rep. Steve Lebsock issues a 
fresh apology to the three 
women who have accused him of 
sexual harassment. The women 
urge Lebsock to resign. »1D 


Minorities modify 
rural demographic 


Shift significant due to influence exercised 
over key sectors such as agriculture, energy 
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Esther Figueroa, left, and Elizabeth Enriquez return from a trip to the bank in Holyoke. Figueroa, a Holyoke resident for nearly 
18 years, drives Enriquez to do errands in town. Enriquez recently moved to Holyoke from Mexico City. RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post 


By Kevin Simpson The Denver Post 


About Colorado Divide 


This is another chapter in 
Colorado Divide, an occasional 
series examining the issues, 
values and attitudes that can 
leave rural and urban residents 
feeling they live in two 
Colorados. 

Read the previous installments of 
Colorado Divide at bit.ly/ 
coloradodivide. 


HOLYOKE» 
ithin the walls of a small classroom 
papered with posters of the alphabet, 
rudimentary English words and a sombrero, 
students Elizabeth Enriquez and Esther 
Figueroa wrestle with intricacies of the language at the same 
desk, but at different ends of the immigrant timeline. Figueroa, 
54, has spent the past 18 years since her arrival from Mexico 
rearing four children while her husband works at a nearby farm. 
Now, she has ventured into the workforce with a job at a local 
grocery and hopes this advanced class could lead to an even 


past 35 years — arising number of Lati- 
no workers and their families, many of 
them immigrants, who have signifi- 
cantly shifted the region’s demograph- 


better opportunity. 


Enriquez, 32, arrived from Mexico 
only two weeks earlier with her hus- 
band, who works at Seaboard Foods, 
the giant pig producer that stands as 
the biggest employer in this swath of 
northeast Colorado’s agricultural 
economy. College-educated and al- 
ready near-fluent, she hones her speak- 
ing proficiency with an eye toward fit- 


ting in. 

“On Sunday,” she says, “we went to 
church and everything was in English, 
so I want to learn some vocabulary. 
And maybe in the future, I want to 
work here for a company.” 

The two women embody the ethic 
and aim of a portion of the local popu- 
lation that has grown steadily over the 


ics. 

That trend, while perhaps most 
striking here in a bucolic, one-stoplight 
town once overwhelmingly white, has 
appeared throughout the rural West. It 
reflects a general movement toward di- 
versity, regardless of rural or urban ar- 
eas, but also one that also can serve as a 
brake on declining rural population, 
fuel economic revival and transform 
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One in four Colorado households can’t 
afford to heat or light their homes. 
Become a HEAT HERO and join with 
Energy Outreach Colorado to protect 
families and seniors from being left in 
the cold. Your generous gift can keep 
your neighbors’ homes warm and bright. 
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Helping Coloradans afford home energy 
95¢ out of every dollar we raise goes yzg § z 
directly to needy Coloradans, earning (AES ae A 
top ratings and recognition from: i aa 


can save a child 
from shivering 


through the night. 
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YOUR superpower is warming hearts. 
Donate at energyoutreach.org/hero 


HEAT-HERO 


- COLORADO. 


